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our namesake
McDougall served as the first United Nations Independent Expert on Minority Issues
from 2005 through 2011. She was executive director of the international NGO Global
Rights from 1994 through 2006.
Among her many other international roles, from 1997- 2001 she served as an
Independent Expert on the UN treaty body that oversees compliance with the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; she
played a leadership role in the UN Third World Conference against Racism; and she
was Special Rapporteur on the issue of systematic rape and sexual slavery practices in
armed conflict for the UN Sub-Commission on Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights (1995-1999).
She was one of five international members of the South African governmental body
established through the multi-party negotiations to set policy and administer the
country’s first democratic, non-racial elections in 1994, resulting in the election of
President Nelson Mandela and the transition from apartheid. For 14 years prior to that
appointment, she had served as Director of the Southern Africa Project of the Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. In that capacity, she worked with South African
lawyers to secure the release of thousands of political prisoners from jail.
Among her recent academic roles have been the Mulligan Distinguished Visiting
Professor in International Law at Fordham Law School (2013); and the Robert Drinan
Visiting Professor in Human Rights at the Georgetown University Law Center in
Washington, D.C. (2011-2012).
In 1999 she was a recipient of the coveted MacArthur “Genius” Award. She has also
received the Butcher Medal of the American Society of International Law for
outstanding contributions to human rights law and the Thurgood Marshall Lifetime
Achievement Award from the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
She received a J.D. from Yale Law School and an LL.M. from the London School of
Economics and Political Science. She has Honorary Doctor of Law degrees from
Georgetown University Law Center, the University of Witwatersrand (South Africa),
the School of Law of the City University of New York and Agnes Scott College.

from the
center
We've made is another year,
congratulations Scotties!
From The Center, we want to thank you for your
continued support through our transition. We've
welcomed Tiffany Del Valle on board alongside four
new coordinators! We look forward to continuing to
build our team!
In regards to The Read: A Center Zine, we are back!
Moving forward The Read will be completely
digital going forward! Interested in contributing?
Email diversity@agnesscott.edu.
Many thanks to the coordinators who have worked
tremendously on this zine: Ha Vu, Prashamsa
Rimel, Sam Levan, Pema Lama, Acacia Salisbury,
Syedha Noreenia, and Jordan Keesler.
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BERTA CÁCERES
HONDURAN ACTIVIST

BERTA
CÁCERES
"Berta Cáceres, (Berta
Isabel Cáceres Flores),
Honduran activist (born
March 4, 1973?, La
Esperanza, Hond.—died
March 3, 2016, La
Esperanza), cofounded
(1993) the National Council
of Popular and Indigenous
Organizations of Honduras
(COPINH) and devoted 10
years to a campaign to stop
the construction of the
Agua Zarca Dam on the
Gualcarque River in the Rio
Blanco area of Honduras,
work for which she was
awarded a 2015 Goldman
Environmental Prize.
Cáceres, a member of the
indigenous Lenca people,
was the daughter of a
midwife and social activist.
She helped establish
COPINH to help Lenca
communities resist illegal
logging and other such
threats to homes and
societies. In 2006 people of
the Rio Blanco area asked
COPINH for help, as dam
construction had begun
without the legally required

notice on a river that was
economically and spiritually
important for the populace
around it. Cáceres
responded by filing
complaints with government
authorities and with the
Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights and by
appealing to businesses that
were funding the dam to
withdraw support. Those
efforts proved unsuccessful,
however, and in 2013
Cáceres organized a human
blockade of the road to
access the construction site.
The blockade stayed in

place for more than a year,
and protests continued to
take place thereafter.
Criminal charges were filed
against Cáceres, and she and
other activists were routinely
threatened with kidnap and
murder. After one protest
leader was killed in 2013,
Sinohydro, the Chinese
partner of the Honduran
company building the Agua
Zarca Dam, withdrew from
the project, and the
International Finance
Corporation later withdrew
its support. Cáceres was
murdered in her home."

EXCERPT FROM: HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/BIOGRAPHY/BERTACACERES BY PATRICIA BAUER

TRANSGENDER
WEEK OF
AWARENESS
N O V E M B E R
1 3 - 1 7

Check out more by following this link
for "Beyond The Surface: Tiq Milan"

Transgender Week of
Awareness aims to raise
the visibility of
transgender and gender
non-conforming people,
and address the issues
the community faces.

https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/outfront-transgender-day-remembrance-founder-we-need-keepfighting-n821361
https://www.glaad.org/tdor

“It’s more and more people
understanding who we are,
what we’re about, and that
simply understanding we have
a right to exist on this planet
just like everyone else”
GWENDOLYN ANN SMITH
The Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) was
started in 1999 by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann
Smith as a vigil to honor the memory of Rita Hester, a
transgender woman who was killed in 1998. The vigil
commemorated all the transgender people lost to
violence since Rita Hester's death, and began an
important tradition that has become the annual
Transgender Day of Remembrance.

SHARE YOUR LOVE OF READING

BOOKS WE
ARE LOVING

Between the World and Me – Ta-Nehisi
Coates
Written as a letter to his teenage son,
Coates’ autobiographical account reveals the
United States' spurious definition of “race”
that results in prejudices and maltreatment
towards black men and women. With
powerful, personal narratives, Between the
World and Me elucidates the past, confronts
the present, and envision an enlightening
path to the future.

The Hate You Give – Angie Thomas
This New York Times bestseller revolves around
Starr Carter, a black girl straddling between her
poor neighborhood and her affluent private
school. She participates in activism after
witnessing the police shooting of a childhood
friend followed by her fight against injustice
among her community. Inspired by the 2009
police shooting of Oscar Grant, Angie Thomas
addresses the police brutality, racism, and the
failure of the legal system of the United States.

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/ta-nehisi-coates-and-a-generation-waking-up
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2017/03/the-hate-u-give-angie-thomas-review/521079/

Transcription – Kate Atkinson
This latest Kate Atkinson’s British novel
reveals the thrill, danger, and
consequences of the world of espionage
in wartime London. The story of Juliet
Armstrong, a reluctant recruit of the
British MI5 task force, highlights the
introspection of female identity and
insights into women’s work and lives in
a male-dominant society.

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit – Jeanette
Winterson
Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a semiautobiography about Jeanette, who is adopted
by evangelists from the Pentecostal Church
and believes she will become a missionary. As
an adolescent, Jeanette is attracted to another
girl and condemned by other religious
members. The book portrays transition from
youth to adulthood, complex family
relationships, same sex relationships, and
religion in the exploration of the power of love.
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/09/24/kate-atkinsons-spy-novel-makes-the-genre-new
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2007/oct/27/jeanettewinterson

Educated is an astounding memoir of
Westover herself – born to a
survivalist family who distrusted
medical treatment and schools – and
her diversion from her family’s beliefs
to acquire education and her own
identity affirmation. Her story entails
the essence of education, which is to
explore different perspectives of life
and the ability to embrace them all.

This astounding novel from the
bestselling author Celeste Ng depicts
the clash between the rule-binding
Richardson family and the newly arrived
mother and daughter that may disrupt
the order of the Cleveland suburban
community. The story examines the
importance of family, the prevalence of
class and status quo, and the risk of
subscribing to rigid principles to delude
oneself into a utopia.
https://www.newyorker.com/recommends/read/educated-by-tara-westover
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/25/books/review/little-fires-everywhere-celeste-ng.html

RELIGIOUS
Name(s)

Date(s)

August 1
Lughnassad
August 21-22
Eid al Adha
August 26
Raksha Bandhan
September 2
Krishna Janmashtami
September 9-11
Rosh Hashannah
September 11-12
Hijra
September 13
Ganesh Chaturthi
September 18-19
Yom Kippur
September 20-21
Ashura
September 22
Mabon
September 23-30
Sukkot
September 30-October 2
Shemini Atzeret
October 1-2
Simchat Torah
October 9-18
Navaratri
October 19
Dasara /Dashain
November 8-9
Birth of the Báb
October 31
Samhain

Faith
Paganism
Islam
Hinduism
Hinduism
Judaism
Islam
Hinduism
Judaism
Islam
Paganism
Judaism
Judaism
Judaism
Hinduism
Hinduism
Bahá’í
Paganism

CALENDAR
Name(s)

Date(s)

Faith

Diwali
Jain New Year
Vikram New Year
Birth of Baha'u'llah
Mawlid an Nabi
Guru Nanak DevSahib
Day of the Covenant
Ascension of 'Abdu'l Baha
Hanukkah
Rohatsu
Yule
Zarathosht Diso
Teej

November 7
November 8
November 8
November 9-10
November 20-21
November 23
November 25-26
November 27
December 2-10
January 24
December 22
December 26
September 12

Hinduism
Jainism
Hinduism
Bahá’í
Islam
Sikh
Baha'i
Baha'i
Judaism
Buddhist
Paganism
Zoroastrian
Hinduism

POETRY WE LIKE
Content Warning: This content mentions physical assault and/or violence
which may be disturbing to some readers. Reader discretion is advised.

All the Dead Boys Look Like Me
Christopher Soto
Last time I saw myself die is when police killed Jessie Hernandez
A 17 year old brown queer // who was sleeping in their car
Yesterday I saw myself die again // Fifty times I died in Orlando // &
I remember reading // Dr. José Esteban Muñoz before he passed
I was studying at NYU // where he was teaching // where he wrote shit
That made me feel like a queer brown survival was possible // But he didn’t
Survive & now // on the dancefloor // in the restroom // on the news // in my chest
There are another fifty bodies that look like mine // & are
Dead // & I’ve been marching for Black Lives & talking about police brutality
Against Native communities too // for years now // but this morning
I feel it // I really feel it again // How can we imagine ourselves // We being black native
Today // Brown people // How can we imagine ourselves
When All the Dead Boys Look Like Us? // Once I asked my nephew where he wanted
To go to College // What career he would like // as if
The whole world was his for the choosing // Once he answered me without fearing
Tombstones or cages or the hands from a father // The hands of my lover
Yesterday praised my whole body // Made angels from my lips // Ave Maria
Full of Grace // He propped me up like the roof of a cathedral // in NYC
Before we opened the news & read // & read about people who think two brown queers
Can’t build cathedrals // only cemeteries // & each time we kiss
A funeral plot opens // In the bedroom I accept his kiss // & I lose my reflection
I’m tired of writing this poem // but I want to say one last word about
Yesterday // my father called // I heard him cry for only the second time in my life
He sounded like he loved me // it’s something I’m rarely able to hear
& I hope // if anything // his sound is what my body remembers first.

CHRISTOPHER SOTO is a poet based in Brooklyn. He is the author of Sad
Girl Poems, cofounder of the Undocupoets Campaign, and editor of
Nepantla: A Journal Dedicated to Queer Poets of Color.
Source: poets.org/christophersoto

DIWALI

Diwali, or the Festival of Lights is a Hindu festival celebrated in
the Indian subcontinent. Diwali symbolises the spiritual "victory of
light over darkness, good over evil and knowledge over ignorance."
Celebrants will prepare by cleaning, and decorating their homes.
During the climax of the festival, they wear their finest clothes,
light their homes with diyas (lamps and candles), offer prayers to
Lakshmi, the goddess of prosperity, light fireworks, host family
feasts, and share gifts.
Some other faiths in India also celebrate their respective festivals
alongside Diwali. The Jains observe their own Diwali, which marks the
final liberation of Mahavira, the Sikhs celebrate Bandi Chhor Divas while
Newar Buddhists, unlike other Buddhists, celebrate Diwali by worshiping
Lakshmi. The festival of Diwali is an official holiday in Fiji, Guyana, India,
Malaysia (except Sarawak) Mauritius, Myanmar, Nepal, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Jamaica.
source: history.com/news/the-ancient-origins-of-indias-biggest-holiday

Dashain

Dashain Celebration at
Agnes

Dashain is the longest and the
most important festival of
Nepal. Generally Dashain falls
in late September to mid
October, right after the
monsoon season in Nepal.
Dashain gets many different
nick names as Dasara, Bada
Dashain, Vijaya Dashain,
Durga Puja. Dashain is a
festival of Victory over
Demons. Dashain tika begins
from the oldest person in your
family giving tika to the
youngest then the second
youngest in the family and so
on. Faith, hope, inspiration
and blessings, all come alive in
Dashain.

Indigenous People's Day
Indigenous Peoples Day serves as a celebration
and highlights Indigenous communities. In lieu
of Columbus Day, Indigenous Peoples Day has
become a way to respect and honor the original
communities and cultures of this land.
The idea of replacing Columbus
Day with Indigenous Peoples
Day was born in 1977, at a U.N.sponsored conference in
Geneva, Switzerland, on
discrimination against
indigenous populations in the
Americas.
Fourteen years later, activists
in Berkeley, CA, convinced the
Berkeley City Council to
declare October 12 a "Day of
Solidarity with Indigenous
People."
Source: http://fortune.com/2018/10/07/what-is-indigenous-peoplesday/ and https://www.uua.org/multiculturalism/dod/indigenous-day

Teej is a religious, social,
and cultural festival
celebrated by Hindu
Women in Nepal during
the second week of
September.. Leading up to
the day of Teej, women
get together and celebrate
it by cooking, eating,
dancing and singing songs
together.
The day of Teej, married
women fast for a long life of
their husband and unmarried
women fast to get a good
husband. While this part of
the festival speaks volumes
about the patriarchal society
in Nepal, Teej is also a time
where women are in
solidarity through their
collective observance of
festival.

TEEJ

BYE, SECTION 377
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code is a section introduced
in 1861 during the British rule of India. Modelled on the
Buggery Act of 1533, it is used to criminalize sexual activities
"against the order of nature". on sept. 6th, in a historic win
for the lgbtqi+ community in india, The supreme court of
India has scrapped section 377 of the Indian penal code and
made consensual, homosexual sex in private legal.
The supreme court said: "The right to live with dignity has
been recognized. Sexual orientation is a natural
phenomenon determined by biology and science. Any
discrimination on this basis is unconstitutional."
Source: qz.com

#SEC377

GROUNDBREAKING FIRSTS FROM
THE MIDTERM ELECTIONS
The results of the 2018 midterm election ushered in one of the most
diverse groups of politicians in American history, bringing in a wave of
governors, senators and representatives who will break decades or even
centuries-long barriers when they are sworn in. Many candidates became
the first person of their gender, race, ethnicity or sexual orientation to
be elected to their positions in the country. Here they are.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez:
America’s youngest woman
ever elected to Congress

Jared Polis: The first
openly gay man elected
governor

Sharice Davids
Deb Haaland
America’s first Native American women in Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Ilhan Omar
America’s first Muslim women in Congress

National Native American
Heritage Month
What is National Native American Heritage Month?
National Native American Heritage Month is a specific month
dedicated to the history, culture, achievements, contributions
and sacrifice of the indigenous people – the first inhabitants of
the United States of America. It is also to remind the nation that
native communities are still vibrant and active in our country.
She says by Luci Tapahonso
The cool October night, and his tall gray hat
throws sharp shadows on the ground.
Somewhere west of the black volcanoes,
dogs are barking at something no one else can see.
His voice a white cloud,
plumes of chimney smoke suspended in the dark.
Later we are dancing in the living room,
his hand warm on the small of my back.
It is music that doesn’t change.
The ground outside is frozen,
trees glisten with moon frost.
The night is a careful abandonment of other voices,
his girlfriend’s outburst brimming at the edge of the morning,
and I think I have aged so.
His warm hands and my own laugh are all we share in this other life
strung together by missing years and dry desert evenings.
Tomorrow the thin ice on black weeds will shimmer in the sun,
and the horses wait for him.
At his house around noon, thin strands of icicles drop
to the ground in silence.
Early Saturday, the appaloosa runs free near Moenkopi.
The dog yips, yips alongside.

Did you know?
The space we occupy today in Decatur, Georgia was originally
Muscogee/Creek territory. Check out these interactive maps to
view all indigenous territories. https://native-land.ca/ and
https://www.census.gov/tribal/. Other tribes included the
Apalachee, Choctaw, Cherokee, Hitchiti, Oconee, Miccosukee,
Timucua, Yamasee, Guale, and the Yucci.
Blasphemy - Sherman Alexie
A bold and irreverent observer of life among
Native Americans in the Pacific Northwest,
the daring, versatile, funny, and outrageous
Alexie showcases all his talents in his newest
collection, Blasphemy, where he unites
fifteen beloved classics with fifteen new
stories in one sweeping anthology for
devoted fans and first-time readers.
The Round House - Louise Erdrich
The reverred novelist, Louise Erdrich,
returns after her bestselling The Plague of
Doves with The Round House which
transports us to the Ojibwe reservation in
Norht Dakota. It is an exquisite story about
a boy reaching his manhood and his
journey to seek justice following a crime
that forever changes his family.The Round
House is a moving and remarkable novel
ofculture, history, and family.

National Suicide Prevention and
Awareness Month
September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month—a time to share
resources and stories in an effort to shed light on this stigmatized topic. We use
this month to raise awareness about suicidal ideation, connect people with
resources, and work to remove stigma around mental health issues.
Ways to support others:
- Check in with others often and approach them in an authentic and honest way
- Be sympathetic, understanding, patient and calm
- Be direct and matter of fact about suicide
- Offer support and resources and help them take care of themselves
- Volunteer with local or national mental health awareness organizations
Resources:
National:
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Chat: https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
Crisis Text Line: 741-741
NAMI Helpline: https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-HelpLine
The Trevor Project: (866) 488-7386
Atlanta:
Georgia Crisis and Access Line: 1-800-715-4225
Dekalb Community Service Service Board Central Access Line: (404) 892-4646
Dekalb Regional Crisis Center: https://dekcsb.org/crisis/
NAMI Georgia: https://namiga.org/ - Helpline: 770-408-0625
Agnes Scott College: Agnes Scott Wellness Center

LGBT History Month is a month-long annual observance of
LGBTQ+ history. LGBT+ History Month provides role models,
builds community, and represents a civil rights statement
about the contributions of the LGBT community. It originated
in the United States, and was first celebrated in 1994. It was
founded by Missouri high-school history teacher Rodney
Wilson. Wilson originated the idea, served as founder on the
first coordinating committee, and chose October as the month
of celebration.October was chosen because National Coming
Out Day already was established as a widely known event, on
October 11. During the early years, the celebration was
largely marked by a call to action and commemoration. But
since then, LGBT History Month has blossomed into a national
coordinated effort to highlight exemplary role models from
the LGBT community.
SOURCE: www.glaad.org/blog/celebrate-lgbt-history-month

